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Honorable$1ad¢Gorton
United Sta_s Sena_
Washin_or_ D.C. 20510

Z_zarSen_or Crmou:

I amwring i. _gard to protectivemeasuresproposedby tic U.S.Army Co_s of Eaginct_ for d¢
arc_of discoveP/ofbum_nremainsnearKe_ewick. Washingto_ Thesehumanremainshavebccn_fcn_t
to mmedia accounts and other reports as"Kennewick Maa" and are the subject ofl_0._mL_Llfl,__
United $tate_ CV No. 96-141 g J"E(D. Oregon filed 15 Oct 1996). These proposed protective measure_arc
thesubject ore provision you have offct_d for inclusion in an I_'mqxb_.llcy Supplemental AppropriationsBill.

The humaa r_i.¢ wct¢ discoveregiin a section of beach and surf Iransition zone along the
Columbia Rivet,. The area of discovery is bordct_ on the south by aa eroding bluffline and behind that, a
high bluff'or tat,-_ce, lnvtstigatioos __¢,'2md_actedby theCorps' W_ F.xpetiment S!_on and independent
authorities have _hnwn that the discovery site is ¢xperieaciag rapid _ of _-,,_oa. It appears th_J_as mL_h
¢s 15 matt:rsoft_,acchave bach lost during thchtst 40years. It has bctmtbeorizcd that the block ofsoil
containing the KeazmwickMan tcmain_ ram/have s_ away fromthe bluffduring a flood cvcm ia 1996.

la December 1997, Corps gaologists and archeologists teamed with Sl_./alists from Washiagtoa
State Unive_ity and the ConfederatedTribes oftbe Umatilla Iadian _atioa ha a study of the bluff line
andb¢___h.TI_ study r_'ults show that oaly highly distarbed and cto4__ cultural matt:rials arcnowlocattxt

along the blufflin¢ and b_h armls. It is our position that, besides the h,,-,_- remaim and associated objects
alrr.adyr_overed from the discovery zoae, tl_ gr,_,,-st paential fordi_v_iag additional significant
cultural resources lles in the portionsof the bluff that havenotyetbeensubjected to _,-osioaalforces.

Thc Corps ptopos_l ptotccti_ measureswould iacinde the plac_atat ot rockf_ ,,,_t,'dal a: the base
of the eroding banklin% sloping outwardc_tn the beach area. Atop the rock_ would be pi_,:,_la _na_ring
of topsa/l and vtg_J_ioa t_ anclga"tbe soil and off_ a natand site _ This plan was ¢ootdiaal<at
with the U.S. District Court for the:District of Oregon; _nel.haCot_liax¢¢ WithSecfioa 106 of the Natitma!
Historic Prt:servationAct of 1966,with theW_hingto_ StateHistoricRrcsavadoaOffice and the
Pr_deat's Advisory Couacil on HistoricPreservatimxThroughthescctioa106 pL____S,the Corpshas
¢o,,__,'m_ that the proposed p_vc m_su:_ will have no _ affect ou any significant cultural
resource.

In r_ms¢ to },out c_¢cms, I bare stcppod It¢ sitt protcetim work from going forw_d in orderto
further_ this mattm'. As a rt_ult of thL_treview, I have _in,*d that the site pro!_oa work is
L,¢Cessaryin orderto insur=tbcprcscrvadoaof the site trodto protect it fi'omsubsequem a_,,,_g¢ by



-2-
additionalhighwat_ _. Pr_rvafio. of th_sitewill allowforanya_ra_y futm=scimtific
inve.stigatio-.Most of thesite pr_fio, workmust.however,bcgomplet=dby April 15,1998, to avoid
hm_ to _dzm_l and_ s_l-_ andsteelhe_lsp_A_ whichwillbc migratingthroughthis
of the Columbia River, on, and tt_er, this dam. In order to complet_ this work by April 15, it is tL__es_sary thor
the Corps begin impleme_t*t;on of iraproposed plan by April 6, 1998.

"l'hc D_tmcnt of,htst_ will provide tmtie_ to the U.S. District Com't, flat plaimiff_ mad other

partiesintrusted in tim_ litigation,of mydecisiotttodeaaythesit_protcctiot_work until
April 6, L998, to allow tim ol_mttmity for tim piaintiff_orrayotl_a_pt'_riat= int_a-_Led party, to sick
judidsl relief fi'_ my detetminafioa. This p __rt___ur=would permit the Co_ to make tim dcttrmir_t;ntt

calledfor in yourlegislativeproposal.

i bcficvct_,;__cotu_ of actionis ¢ot_istcntwithyourinterests_-d goncemsascx_r_sod in theabovc
menti_ed proposedlegislativ_provisio_ I a_preciat,yourlevelof commit___t in thismatterandytmr
sincereinterestt_sctwcisa stewardofourNation'sculturalheritage.Iam sctadingasimilarletterto

Conga's,trainRichard"Dot:" Hastings.

Smc_e_y,

_:_ Licmc_ntC,-cncral,U.S.Army
Commanding

.,
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Mr. Robert Toma__.awash
P.O. Box ].$_;2

b'!a_awa, Was?nngton 99349

Dear _'4r. Tomanwash:

I resanttv advised you that the conu°ac_ for -he a_ncien_ rem_ns site prese_'aUon was
awarded .b'llar:h 24, I99& This let:or se=_es to notify you that the preservation work has

been s:opl_e5 due to [egis!afion introduced by Congressmen Go,on and Hastings. A copy
of Congressman Hasting's amendmen.: is enclosed for your reference.

A.: this time, the con:rat:or has been advised to st_db;, _vhiie we attem.p: to meet :he
• l_=.slaho...reqturements [o the =c,; : ,,

! c_:sre,:m:-= your nacience with this ma_er. If you wish to discuss this further olease
feel --_ <o:o.nXac:me a_ 9U9-)2,,-, Io]

Lynda O. Nut_
Project Manager

Enc]osure
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