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Man I_ Schneider, OSB No. 68147
1437 SW Columbia Street, Suite 200
Portland, OR 97201
Telephone: (503) 274-8 _444
Facsimile: (503) 274-844B

George L. Kirklin, OSB No. 62046
Faula A. Barran, OSB No. 80397
LANE POWE'LL SPEARS I.UBERSKY rT.P

520 SW Yamhill Street, Suite 800
Portland, OK 97204
Telephone: (503) 226-6151
Facsimile: (503) 224-0388

Attorneys for Plaintiff

IN THE UNTEED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON

ROBSON BONI',,'ICHSEN, C_.LORING BRACE, )

GEORGE W. GILL, C- VANCE HAYNES JR., )
RICHARD L. JAN'q'Z, DOUGLAS W. OWSLEY, ) USDC CV No. 96-1481 _E
DENNIS J. STANFORD and D. GENTRY )
STEELE, ) AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES CHATTERS

)

Plaintiffs, )
)

v. )
)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
DEPARTMENT OF THE _, )
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, )
ERNEST J. HAKREI.L, DONALD IL CURTIS )
and LEE TURNER, )

)
Defendants. )

)ss.County of x_c! )

I, James Chatters, being first duly s_orn, do depose and state as milu_,'s:
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1. As agent for the Benton County Coroner, State of Washington, I took physical

possession of the Kennewick Man skeleton (or portions thereof) from July 28, 1996, throug, h

August 30, 1996. The purpose of such possession was to assist the Coroner in his forensic

investigation to detecn_ine, if possible, the cause of death and the identity of the individual

W'hen our investigation commenced, we were not av,'are that we were dealing with an

important archaeological discovery. That fact did not become known until the geologic age

of the skeleton was established through radiocarbon dating.

2. During the short period of time that I had possession of the skeleton, I was able

to take on3y limited measures to stabilize and preserve it. These meas_zres con.sisted

principally of the following:

A. Each of the bones was carebully dried to remove as much excess moisture as

possible. The final stage in this process involved slow drying of each bone in a partially

closed bag to reduce risk_ of c:zc "k_g an_ warping.

B. To the extent possible, bones were cleaned of most sediments and concretions

by gentle brushing and carefi.d use of a dental pick. Only those surfaces needed for

inspection or meas_zrement were thoroughly cleaned (where possible).

C. Du.ring the drying process, tiny cracks began to form in the braJ_n case and in

one tooth. To halt the prog_ression of these cracks, all sk-ull parts were treated with a dilute

solution of water soluble polymer. In addition, the skull was bound with broad rubber bands

to prevent bur_er cracking while the polymer d_ed.

3. My treatment and examination of the skeleton was not completed when I was

ordered to _ it over to the Benton County Sheriff for later transfer to the custody of the
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A_uiy Corps of Engineers. I was given only two hm_.rs advance notice of the t_rn-over, and

as a result I was not able to adequately prepare the skeleton for storage.

4. All of the bones of the Kennewick Man skeleton were placed in ziploc plastic

bags. The bones of each hand and foot were placed in a single bag (one for each hand or

foot), as were the fza_.c_lents of the left and right fibs. To the best of my recollection, each of

the other skeletal elements was placed in a separate bag to keep these bones from rubbing

together. Since there was insu.flicient time to wrap the bones individually or to obtain

padding to i_sert in or around the bags, air was left in the bags to provide some cushioning

between the bones. This was a temporary expedient and should not be continued on a long-

term basis as it can contribute to the growth of moId and bacteria. I did not have ffme to

label the bags or the individual bones.

5. After they were bagged, all of the Ken.rtewick Man bones were put in a single

box. To r_d,ace rLsks of crushing, the heavier bones were arranged in the bottom of the box

with the lighter or more delicate bones on the top.

6. The above measures axe not adequate :for lo1_g-term preservation of a skeleton

of this importance. Among other things, the following steps should be taken (at a mi_mum):

(a) Allof thebones should be inspectedto seeifmore clo'ingisneeded.

(b) Those bones that are in a weakened condition should be stabilized to

prevent further deterioration.

(c) The bones should be surrounded with archival protective padding or
repacked in rigid cushioned containers.

(d) The skeletonshould be storedinan a/r-fight,moistureproo_container,

(e) The bones and/or their containers should be properly labeled.
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(19 Or_a.aic materials (s_chas plants) and other foreign substances should
not be added to the storage container, with the except/on (if needed] of
desiccants and other suitable preservative agents.

7. A.U of the above matters could kave been ascertained by the Army Corps of

Engineers through examination of the skeleton and my investigation notes. Copies of my

notes were provided to the Corps in mid-September, 1996.

DATED this _Z. day of .-._,p/_',_e ¢" ,1997.

/ . "/,/-

to be_e me this ._;day of _-/c_:--N , 1997.

._. 1_ ___SL. 7

- ),.

•:_[" _U,_V_.,..,,.,,,,._; NOTA.gYPU'BLICFOR F,_
• _ - My Commission F_xpLTes: /_,/0_
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one site, and it co_f;,m_ the_z crdgJ_aJ relat_hip to each othe_ and m the site where they

1
were excavated. These relationships _ critical to understanding the scientific or c'_le.=al

2
sight, canoe of the _-!et_n. Another level involves the need to preserve doc_,mer_tion (such

as excavat_ n_;_s, dzaw_-_s, pl'uotog_ph_, ¢h:J r_lat_g to Lheex_avatic_t and re.oval o_ the
4

ske2e;-_-_/xom i_s m'isinal site. Such docuznent_on Frovides the only record o_ proa£ of the
5

c¢/_al cant=xruzl infor_=_o= cQnc_--_-[ the skeleton- Copies of all crificaJ _'_ts

shcuJ_ be preserved tn a_,_vaJ e=closm'_s and stored in the same £adLffy as the skeleton.
7

V'L Other C_,y-,.,ents
8

9 IS. As nvted above in Pa.ra_h 3, _e Denve_ Museum is currently acting as the

10 con._.erva.*vr£_ a pa.'_J P_t.leoamerlc_ skelet_'_ dated to move _ 9000 years befm-e pre_e_t.

11 To l_ese-,'ve these p_0. rem_, we _ usLAg the me_ ou_ine_ in _ a.ffi_av'i_,

12 indu_-_ th_ de-_d_ed in Para&rzphs12,Ze and 17, In m7 pr_'_sionM _h'don, such

13 mea_'es pr=v_de an al:n_'Wri_"e model f_ _er k_pc::_t andem skele_ re_ta_._, s_ ts

14 the Ke2_.new_k Mira skeleton.

15 DA_O_ _ ,_y_ _-_,_. . X_.

17 .
i

le ! Ca_oly'nLd:kie

_, __ _ swot__ob_=__,,_ _ _ of,__" ._99:.......
zo .--_-:"........".

Noenv_d_ncf._C,_._,,:_,-_o:._,"_.:.'..- . " .:-_"'
22 My Cvm,'-4s_ion Exptre_-3,_3_'_ - '- "-'""'..",:-,

2.2 -" "

25
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CHART I. POTENTIAL SCIE+NTIFICINFORMATION

-SK_]-_I'AL COM20_ POTEN'IX.M.SC_i'FIC

Bo_ mo_1o_ ,t,
t.$. pineal t_ & l_,:_rtk._
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tudaee detail t

t_t?oodits
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pP0ttim _ Fta_rt p_.imJo_,7
K_ mTot,&

#_e - _ _, ,_ .

C_XATOm_, n,_o

_d _ociatiom m_t'mm'_pr-_._t,

Leckie Affidavit
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CHART 2: AGENTS OF DETERIORATION & TIIEIR POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON SKELETAl, REMAINS
AGENTS OF COld,dON CAIISE$ OF "SPEciFIc TYP'ES OF DAMAGE TO MATIffUAI_ IN QUESTION

,g. De-reRJO_no. D_.AG.
g " BoneSgmc_e'_ BoneChemitlP/ Tec4h slmClLUe Teclh - RcJ_dueJ

macroscol,[o mec*o_copic ,
microlcol_: mlcros_

P|IVSICAL -poor k_ling -brclkmge -bou_kagc -los!of looselyatleched
-inadequate -wear ofsurflc.4 detailt, -lecth falling out residues
¢ompluOmencdizalio_ b,oken edg_ -wane Io mictoK-opl<: eg pollen, leeds
Ol¢_|hiordnR tur_ce dl_lti|

"S_CU_TV.......
theft -pool"I¢cufity -lossofdl or pea 4ms of ellorparl -Io_t of all orplrl

-[nadeq_ale inve_lloryCOrd;O|

vlndl_un -pool' lupervjlJondutinli aCC_ll .breakase. tcltrrir_, a/minln8 -¢o_amJnellon i:
-po._Me comamlnation

FIRE -"-_adequaf¢fire pceven(ton_d -comple|c/pmlialIo.s -complete/paditl los| -compleldl_trlhl |oat
oo_minmcnt my|lea --chtrrin8 .charring

-w'mtetdamage

-d_na8ecaucedin .wtt_ damage(see 5dow) .¢onltminalloa fl_m tmokc • conteminadonfrom
flee¢_in_aJahlng or fire exflnSui_lhe_ emokeot/be
e.B,wattx , chemicaJt e_Ungubh¢#t

_fATHR -*eoff_/s -wiopinB/crteklng/fnoi d,ied -dcBfadalion avuU0r _clacldnRifn0l dded oul ._k_ldatio_ if no! dried
.plumbing _eika out m • o0nlml(¢d redden contas_c_Uon (mold) in a onto,oiled fl_h_on o_utm. co.ailed fitahlon
-floods if not dried out im•

._ -0ewe¢backupa conlrolledfts_on
LIGIIT @rolnn_ede_qaomu¢onlighlt " N/S .....' N/ N/S

C3 v)dble
ultraviolet -teoloogcdc_pom.,eIo -de_._Joion/differential .deJie_edm'dd)ff_rentid

o_"' incandescent1_ghta healingmayCausecatkin 8 he,.min_maycame
on cracldn8
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;I,_STS...... " _ __".... _ N_ _ .......
i.h
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CHART 3: PRESERVATION STRATEGIES
_ A_nt _' P,ese_,',,tionGod lluildinC I I,,,dwnre e, oe_dur,,

q
i

Oelerior•tion .............Phy;icJ/ : • banesire ilwlyn I_dly * c•bineedehelves • minimizehnndlingby loE_c*l

Dnmn_e qJcdmeo org_J1/rAllortlup_rtcd
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