vations at Mammoeth Meadow and forbidden us to further
test any of the ancient hairs we have recovered.

Under NAGPRA, lineal descendants have 2 right 1o the
remains of 2ny of their buried ancessors held in museum
ccllections, or discovered on federal or tribal lands after
November 16, 1990. If lineal descendants are imipossizie to
idendfy—as is most often the case when prehistoric re-
mains are concerned—a tribe with the closest cultural af-
filladon can also claim the remains. If the hair buried at
Msmmoth Meadow’s lower levels is more than 12,000
years old—as 1ts Jocation beneath the 11,200-year-cld ash
layer suggests—it belonged to people more than 550 gen-
eratons removed from the tribes now living in the area.
The two groups may be related, but unless we are allowed
to date and study the hair, no one will know. The very law
intended to protect a people’s ‘fesling for their past may
pravent that past from being recovered.

HE SEARCH FOR THE FIRST AMIZRICANS, BE-
gun during the vears “when the Indian wars

were being foughs, has always probed into
old wounds and sensidvities, sparking emoucnal debates
over seemingly esoreric topics. Becinning late in the nine-
teenth century, scholars and amateur sleuths discovered

SOME ARCHAEQLOGISTS NOW THINK
the first Americans arrived 15,000 years
ago; others say they could lave
arrived 350,000 years before that.

some bones and many ¢rude eols that they maintained,

dated to.the end of the last ice age and earhier. The schol- -
arly consensus of the dav helc that peorple arsived.in the
Ame ago. To sertle the dis-

ricas no more than 3,000 vears
pute, the physical anrhropo]ogﬁ\ Ales Hrdlicka systemati-
cally examined each of the allegedly ancient skeletons. Cu-
rator of the National Museum of Natral History,
responisible for amassing many of the Nanve American
skeletons now being repatriated through NAGPRA,
Hzdli¢ka conclusively dcmonm ted that every single spec-
imen had belonged to 2 modern human being.

BEad Hrdhcka visited a certain site 1n New Mexico, he
weculd have found miore convincing evidence of late=Ice
Age serdement. In 1908 2 cowbov named George Mcjunkin
had discovered some strange bones in a gully near the town
of Folsom. Eighteen years later, whe:n they were finally ex-
cavated, the bones were shown to belong to a 10,000-vear-
ol¢ bison—wich a prehistoric spear peint in it rins. Then,
in 1932 3 site near Clovis, Ne\\ Mexco, yielded 3
uve cache of the points that many archaeologists sull think
are among the oldest arufacts i the Amencas. Clovis points,
in the vears after their discovery, came 1o seeim as remarkable
for their wide distribution as for their workmanship: they
have been found everyawhere from Canada to Panani.

Since the 19605, archaeologists have cited the striking
unfornuny of those remains o cxplain one of the greac

defini-
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_Clowis points may not have been the prog
~Americ

mysteries of American prehistory: the Pleistocene die-off)
The geological record shows that in a relauvelv shore
time—perhaps on the order of 1,000 years—more than
thirty-three genera, or 70 percent of all large came in Narth
America and 80 percent of all large game in Scuth Ameri-
ca, became extinct. According to the Clovis-first theory,
the extnctions are tracezble to the direct descendants of a
group of hunters numbering fewer than a hundred, who
crossed the Bering land bridge from Siberia to Alaska some
11,500 years ago. The last ice age was waning at the time,
opening up an ice-free corridor berween the Cordilleran
and Laurentide ice sheets that manded most of Canada,
Armed with a highly efficient weapon system and deadly
hurtng swrategies, Clovis hunters funneled ocut of the
southern end of the corridor onto a landscape overrun with
huge, unsuspecdng game. In 1,000 vears the hunters were
supposedly responsible for the extncdon of the animals.

UT JUST s THE CLOVIS DATA OVERTURNED

the idea that the first Americans arrived only

3,000 vears ago, 5o new data have begun 1o
form cracks in the Clovis-first model. If the Clovis-first
model were correct, one would expect 1o find the oldest
Clovis points m Siberia and Alaska and the youngest poings
in South America. Instead, the dates are a jumble: Clovis
po:ints from Brinsh Columbia and Alaska are vounger than
the ones in the contguous United States, whereas fluted
points from South America are as old as the ones in North
America.'And no Clovis points whatever have been found
in Siberia. Moreover, points as old as those of the Clovis
people bur of different stvles have recenty been unearthed
in Alaska, Montana and Nevada.

To an increasing number of specialists, those facts sug-
gest that Clovis technology developed in the southeastern
or southwesrern U.S., where the oldest points are found.
eniter of-all -
an.tools, but rather the most noteworthy member
of an ancient line—a stvle of weapon so lethsl that it was
widely adopted by people who had lived in the Americas
for thousands of vears.

it the Clovis people were not the first Americans. who
werz? Archaeclogists have vet to come up with a prede-
cessor. Some think the first Americans arrived 13,000 years
ago: others say they could have arrived some 330,700 vears
before that. Ten dates determined through studies of ther-
meluminescence (the degree to which cer:ain minerals
erut visible light when heated) prove that Homo erecniis
reached the Lena River in Siberia more than 400,000 years
ago. Berween 130,000 2nd 200,000 vears ago. 25 more than
forey sites in Japan show, people lived along the North Pa-
cific rim. The advocares of the Clovis-first theory argue

that those people never could have reached the Americas:
at ay ume before the end of the last ice age thev would
have been blocked by the Bering Strait or by glaciers. But
Intriguing evigence from Japan suggests that early people
might have made the trip by boat. A number of 30,000-
vear-old sites on mainland Japan, near Tokyo, have yrelded
obsidian from an off-shore island. Only people with the
technology to build boats, and the skill to navigate them
through coastal waters, could have fetched the absidian
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